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what by nature, and what by workmanshyp of mans hand, that a
fewe defenders maye dryve backe many armies. Howbeit as they
saye, and as the fassion of the place It selfe dothe partely she we, it
was not ever compassed about with the sea. But king Utopus, whose
name, as conquerour the Hand' beareth (For before his tyme it was
railed Abraxa) which also broughte the rude and wild people to that
excellent perfection In al good fassions, humanitye, and civile gentil-
nes, wherin they nowe goe beyond al the people of the world: even
at his firste arrivinge and enteringe upon the lande, furthwith ob-
teynynge the victory, caused xv. myles space of uplandyshe grounde,
where the sea had no passage, to be cut and dygged up. And so
brought the sea rounde aboute the lande. He set to this worke not
only the inhabitants of the Ilande (because they should not thinke It
done in contumelye and despyte) but also all his owne soldiours.
Thus the worke beynge divided Into so greate a numbre of workemen,
was with excedinge marvelous spede dyspatched. In so muche that
the borderers, whiche at the firste began to mocke, and to jeste at
this vaine enterpryse, then turned theire derision to marveyle at the
successe, and to feare. There be in the Ilande liiii. large and faire
cities, or shiere townes, agreyng all together in one tonge, in lyke
maners, institucions, and lawes. They be all set and situate alyke, and
in al poyntes fashioned alyke, as farforthe as the place or plotte
sufferethe.
Of these ckies they that be nigheste together be xxiiii. myles
asonder. Againe there is none of them distaunte from the nexte
above one dayes jorneye a fote. There com yearly to Amaurote
out of every cytie iii. old men wyse and well experienced, there to
entreate and debate, of the common matters of the land. For this
citie (because It standeth juste in the middes of the Ilande, and is
therefore moste mete for the ambassadours of all partes of the
realme) is taken for the chiefe and heade citye. The precinctes
and boundes of the shieres be so commodiously appoynted oute, and
set fourthe for the cities, that none of them all hathe of anye syde
lesse than xx. myles of ground, and of some syde also muche more,
as of that part where the cities be of farther distaunce asonder. None
of the cities desire to enlarge the boundes and limites of theire
shieres. For they counte them selfes rather the good husbands, then
the owners of theire landes. They have in the countrey in all partes
of the shiere houses or fermes builded, wel appointed and furnyshed
with all sortes of instruments and tooles belongynge to husbanrye.
These houses be inhabited of the citizens, whyche come thether to
dwelle by course. No howsholde or ferine in the countrey hath
fewe then xl persones men and women, besydes two bondmen, whyche
be all under the rule and order of the good man, and the good wyfe of
the house, beinge bothe verye sage, discrete and aunciente persones.